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As President Trump prepares to address the nation at the 2026 State of the Union, and double
down on his tariff agenda using Section 122 tariffs, We Pay the Tariffs has compiled 26 polls that
reiterate just how much your voters dislike tariffs. Ahead of the 2026 midterms, the polling
across the nation is unmistakably clear that tariffs remain deeply unpopular across party
lines, demographics, and geography.

The Polls All Tell the Same Story - Here are 26 - all done taken over the past 12
months: 

1.YouGov, February 2026
2.ABC News/IPSOS, February 2026
3.Pew Research Center, February 2026
4.NPR/PBS/Marist, February 2026
5.The Economist/YouGov, February 2026
6.Fox News, February 2026
7.NYT/Siena, February 2026
8.Marquette Law, January 2026
9.CFR/Morning Consult, January 2026

10.Harvard CAPS Harris, January 2026
11.Politico, December 2025
12.Texas Politics Project, December 2025
13.The Washington Post, November 2025

14.NBC News, November 2025
15.Small Business Majority, November 2025
16.Detroit Regional Chamber, October 2025
17.Bowling Green State University, October 2025
18.Morning Consult/NRF, May 2025
19.Noble Predictive Insights, May 2025
20.Meredith College Poll, April 2025
21.AJC, April 2025
22.IPSOS, April 2025
23.Gallup, April 2025
24.NYT/Siena, April 2025
25.CNN/SSRS, April 2025
26.Elon University, February 2025



Over 65% of voters said
tariffs had made everyday
items – including food,
groceries, transportation,
and housing – less affordable

6 in 10 Americans
disapprove of the Trump
administration’s increased
tariffs

58% of registered voters
said that placing tariffs or
fees on products imported
from other countries hurts
the U.S. economy 

64% of Americans
disapprove of how Trump
is handling tariffs 

Only 22% of Trump Voters
said tariffs are helping the
U.S economy both now
and in the long term

Only 37% of voters
approve of President
Trump’s tariffs
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The Highlights: Americans Believe Tariffs Drive up Cost and Hurt the Economy
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of Americans approve of the U.S. Supreme Court
striking down most of the tariffs imposed by
President Trump

YouGov, February 2026

https://today.yougov.com/politics/articles/54148-most-americans-approve-of-the-supreme-court-striking-down-trumps-tariffs
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of Americans disapprove of how
Trump is handling tariffs

64% 

ABC News/IPSOS, February 2026

https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/ABC-News-Washington-Post-Ipsos-Poll-February-2026


Moreover, roughly half of Americans say the effects of the

administration’s use of tariffs will be mostly negative for

the country and for their families over the coming years,

while much smaller shares say the effects on both will be

either positive or neutral 

Americans disapprove of the
Trump administration’s increased
tariffs. 

6 IN 10

Pew Research Center, February 2026
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https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2026/02/04/americans-largely-disapprove-of-trumps-tariff-increases/


of registered voters said that placing
tariffs or fees on products imported from

other countries hurts the U.S. economy 

Disapproval is growing: While in March 2025 only 48% of

adults thought that placing tariffs or fees on products

imported from other countries hurts the U.S. economies,

as of February 2026, 56% think it does 

Moreover, 54% of adults think that lowering prices should

be the Trump administration’s top priority

NPR/PBS/Marist, February 2026

58%
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https://maristpoll.marist.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/NPR_PBS-News_Marist-Poll_USA-NOS-and-Tables_202602021147.pdf?utm_campaign=wp_power_up&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter


51% of Americans say that
tariffs should decrease,
including 59% of 18-29 year-olds and
26% of self-identified conservatives

As disapproval for tariffs rises,
Americans are feeling economic
strain: 72% of Americans said the
economy was fair/poor, while 78%
said that the price of food has gone
up in the past year

The Economist/YouGov Poll, February 2026
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https://d3nkl3psvxxpe9.cloudfront.net/documents/econTabReport_vNnwPx2.pdf?utm_campaign=wp_power_up&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter


ONLY 37% 
of voters approve of President Trump’s
tariffs

Fox News, February 2026
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fox-news-poll-donald-trump-starts-2026-44-approval


Strongly Oppose
45%

Strongly Support
25%

Somewhat Support
13%

Somewhat Oppose
10%

Other
7%

Of Americans oppose
tariffs imposed by
President Trump

55%
NYT/Siena, February 2026
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/04/25/us/elections/times-siena-poll-toplines.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/01/26/polls/times-siena-national-poll-toplines.html


of adults disapprove
of the way President

Trump is handling
tariffs

Marquette Law, January 2026

62%
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https://law.marquette.edu/assets/community/poll/MLSPSC30/MLSPSC30Toplines_NationalIssues.html
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of voters said tariffs had
made a range of everyday
items less affordable,
including food and groceries,
health care, housing, and
transportation

MORE THAN 65%  

CFR/Morning Consult, January 2026

https://www.cfr.org/articles/cfr-poll-shows-americans-across-party-lines-tie-tariffs-to-affordability


of adults said the
Supreme Court should
rule against President

Trump in Learning
Resources v. Trump in

January, 2026
Marquette Law, January 2026

63%
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https://law.marquette.edu/facultyblog/2026/02/public-opinion-favors-supreme-court-decision-limiting-trump-tariffs/


51% OF VOTERS
oppose placing tariffs on good from China,
Mexico, and Canada to encourage U.S.
manufacturing

Harvard Caps Harris, January 2026
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https://harvardharrispoll.com/key-results-january-6/?utm_campaign=wp_power_up&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter


22% OF TRUMP VOTERS 
said tariffs are hurting the economy now but will benefit the U.S.
over time.”

POLITICO, December 2025

“Trump has struggled to persuade even parts of his base to accept the idea
that tariffs will pay off over time. A minority — 36 percent — of Trump voters
said tariffs are hurting the economy now but will benefit the U.S. over time.
Even fewer said the strategy is already working:
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https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/10/poll-affordability-cost-of-living-00678076?nid=00000150-1596-d4ac-a1d4-179e288b0000&nname=illinois-playbook&nrid=a2f62cc8-609d-4f42-8611-136f942576cf
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68% of Texas voters
are very or somewhat concerned
about U.S. tariff policy

Texas Politics Project, December 2025

https://texaspolitics.utexas.edu/polling/search?ANDtext=tariff


said that tariffs
contribute to
inflation and harm
the U.S. economy
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The Washington Post, November 2025

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/11/04/trump-inflation-prices-poll/


TWO THIRDS

of registered voters say that the Trump
administration has fallen short on the economy

and cost of living”
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NBC News, November 2025

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/poll-frustration-trump-gives-democrats-opening-year-midterms-rcna240551


NEARLY HALF
of small business owners have increased
the price of certain materials or products
due to tariffs

Small Business Majority, November 2025
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https://smallbusinessmajority.org/our-research/voice-of-main-street/small-businesses-support-healthcare-premium-relief-immigration-reform
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say they’re paying more for goods due to tariffs,
with 28.1% saying they’ve postponed major
expenditures for items such as vehicles, house
upgrades or vacations because of tariff-related
price hikes.

Detroit Regional Chamber, October 2025

https://www.detroitchamber.com/fall-2025-mi-voter-poll/
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60%
of Ohio Voters oppose Trump’s tariff
policies

Bowling Green State University, October 2025

https://www.bgsu.edu/arts-and-sciences/democracy-and-public-policy-research-network/bgsu-poll.html


believe the 2025 tariffs will negatively impact
small businesses
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Morning Consult/NRF, May 2025

https://nrf.com/blog/voter-perspectives-4-ways-tariffs-put-small-businesses-at-risk
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said that tariffs hurt the economy

Noble Predictive Insights, May 2025

https://ktar.com/arizona-election-news/arizona-public-opinion/5713291/
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53% OF NORTH CAROLINA
VOTERS
have real doubts that tariffs will have a positive
effect on the economy

Meredith College Poll, April 2025

https://www.meredith.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Meredith-College-Poll-Report-April-2025-FINAL.pdf
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of Georgia voters
oppose tariffs being

placed on foreign
goods 

AJC, April 2025

52.3%

https://www.ajc.com/politics/trumps-support-sinks-in-georgia-as-economic-fears-rise/UVF4TQWIVNGBXCBNBPCWYX7YLI/


Americans say new tariffs should be targeted at countries
taking advantage of the system, not at everyone, including
majorities of Republicans (82%), Democrats (76%), and
independents (77%)

IPSOS, April 2025
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https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/most-americans-say-prices-will-increase-due-tariffs


89% of Adults
think that tariffs are likely to result in
higher prices. 31% said they would not
accept any economic disruption at all
from tariffs

Gallup, April 2025
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https://news.gallup.com/poll/660002/americans-skeptical-benefits-tariffs.aspx


Strongly Oppose
44.6%

Strongly Support
23.8%

Somewhat Support
15.8%

Somewhat Oppose
9.9%

Other
5.9%

Of Americans oppose
tariffs imposed by
President Trump

55%
NYT/Siena, April 2025
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/04/25/us/elections/times-siena-poll-toplines.html


Bad Policy
55%

Good Policy
28%

Neither
17%

of Americans said that
the President’s actions
on tariffs have been a
bad policy

55%
CNN/SSRS, April 2025
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https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/28/politics/poll-trump-economy-tariffs


50% of Americans
anticipated that tariffs
would have negative
consequences for small
businesses in February
2025

Elon University, February 2025

WE PAY THE
TARIFFS

WWW.WEPAYTHETARIFFS.COM

https://www.elon.edu/u/news/2025/02/25/elon-university-poll-higher-prices-economic-disruptions-expected-as-a-result-of-tariff-increases/

